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[] Introduction

In today’s culinary world, the issue is no longer the lack of certificates, but rather the
misunderstanding of their true meaning.
Many professionals hold certificates, but only a few possess real accreditation, and even

fewer operate under a legitimate professional license.

This confusion is no longer minor—it has become one of the most critical causes of

professional disorder in the sector.
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55 What is a Certificate?

A certificate is:

[0 A document proving participation or completion of a program
It may include:

e Attendance certificate
e Participation certificate

e Course completion certificate
00 However, it does NOT mean:

e Professional accreditation

e Official qualification

[ Simply put:
A certificate proves you attended... not that you are professionally qualified.

[] What is Accreditation?

Accreditation is:

[ A professional recognition issued by a recognized authority
It means:

e You were evaluated
¢ You meet defined standards

e You are officially recognized

[ Accreditation = Trust + Evaluation + System

[] What is a License?

A license is:

[ Official authorization to practice a specific activity
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It grants:

e Legal permission

e Regulated professional status

[ License = Legal Authority

/A Where is the Problem?

The problem arises when:

e A certificate is presented as accreditation
e A professional title is used without a legitimate system

e Participation is confused with qualification

] This leads to professional chaos

[0 A Growing Issue
Today, we see:

e |Individuals attending short courses
e Then claiming titles such as:

o International Judge

o Certified Trainer

o Expert
[ Without legitimate recognition

[] This is considered:

Indirect professional misrepresentation

[0 How to Distinguish?
Ask:

IUOAMC ¢ iuoam.uk ¢ Article #8283 « 3/4



Who issued the certificate?
Is there a formal accreditation system?

Was there evaluation or just attendance?

N

Is the title regulated or self-declared?

[] The Real Standard

Not everyone with a certificate is qualified...

And not every title is legitimate.

[] The Role of Intellectual Protection

This is where the section:

Intellectual Property Protection & Professional Rights
plays a key role in:

e Clarifying these distinctions
e Preventing misuse

e Protecting the profession

[] Conclusion

When concepts are confused, professions collapse.

When distinctions are clear, credibility is restored.

[ Certificate = Beginning
[0 Accreditation = Responsibility

[ License = Legitimacy
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